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IT-Kgp to offer MBBS
course in three years

DREAM PROJECT Construction of 400-bed super specialty hospital to start soon

HT Correspondent
» lattersShindustantimes.com

KOLKATA: The construction of the
medical college at IT-Kharagpur
would be completed in the next
two years and by the third year
it would be ready to welcome its
first batch of medical students.

IT-Kharagpar hasalso signed
an agreement with HSCC (India)
Ltd. in this regard. This will
enable the company to act as
project management consultant
for the design and construction
of a400-bed super specialty hos-
pitalon the Institute’s Kharagpur
campus in phase 1.

The government had already
sanctioned 230 crore in 2012
for this purpose. Construction
work will start soon and is
expected to be completed
within 26 months as informed

=The government had already sanctioned ¥230 crore in 2012 for the

medical college.

by HSCC. The hospital in next
phase would be upgraded to
750 beds.

“An architect will be appointed
soon and as per agreement, the
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construction work should start
in another two months and is
expected to be completed in 26
months. Now, our primary aim is
to get the design of the building

ready,” said professor SK Som,
director (officiating) of IIT-KGP.

[IT-KGP, however, does not
want to be just another MBBS
degree offering institution. “Our
MBBS cowrse would be one-of-its
kind in the world. It will bring
two diverse disciplines of engi-
neering and medical education
together. In a nutshell, it will be
technology driven medical edu-
cation,” said Prof Som.

The institute is working on
the curriculum design of this
unique course. “We have tied up
with Johns Hopkins University
in the United States. It is one
of the best universities in the
world when medical education
is concerned. We will also tie up
with Imperial College, London,
to better our courses,” he added.

The hospital will encourage
biomedical, clinical and trans-

lational research. Drug design
and delivery will be other key
research areas which the hospi-
tal will cultivate. It will bring the
two diverse disciplines of engi-
neering and medicine together
in education and research.

With an operational hospital,
the institute will start medical
education programme leading to
MBBS, MD, MS and DM degees
with approval from MCL

The institute will have a unique
teaching college in medicine,
the first-of-its kind in the coun-
try. Collaborations with Johns
Hopkins University, Baltimore,
USA and Imperial College
London, UK are going tobe estab-
lished for biomedical research
and medical education to be
imparted at the proposed BC
Roy Institute of Medical Science
and Research at II'T-Kharagpur:
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India to lobby foreign agencies for
improving university rankings

Absence of Indian
institutes from top 200
list an embarrassment,
say HRD ministry,
Planning Commission

By PrasHaNT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

ndia is set to lobby interna-

tional ranking agencies and

seek their expertise on im-
proving the poor showing of the
country’s higher educational in-
stitutes in the global league ta-
bles.

The human resource develop-
ment (HRD) ministry and the
Planning Commission consider
the absence of the country’s best
institutions from the top 200 an
embarrassment, especially for a
country that's supposed to be a
knowledge economy.

As a first step, the HRD min-
istry and the plan panel will lob-
by London-based Times Higher
Education (THE), which publish-
es the World University Ranking
every year.

“You can call it a lobby or dia-
logue or engagement, but we
want to engage with THE and
other ranking agencies to im-
prove our standing,” said an
HRD ministry official, who did
not want to be named.

In the THE World University
Ranking of 2012-13, there were
only three Indian institutes in
the top 400 and the best of them
was the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) at Kharagpur, which
was at 226-250. The other two
were IIT Bombay and IIT Roor-
kee. In the Academic Ranking of
World Universities conducted by
China’s Shanghai Jiao Tong Uni-
versity, only the Indian Institute
of Science, Bangalore, figured in
the top 500.

President Pranab Mukherjee

Seeking upgrade: In the THE World University Ranking of 2012-13, there were only three Indian institutes in
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the top 400 and the best of them was the Indian Institute of Technology-Kharagpur which was at 226-250.

lamented this state of affairs on
21 March. “This position is not at
all acceptable,” he said. “This
calls for serious introspection.”

“There is no point being dis-
missive about ranking. Instead
we must understand why we are
not there. While learning from
them, we shall also present our
case,” another government offi-
cial said, also requesting ano-
nymity. “So, their view about our
institutions must be based on
complete information.”

The dialogue with THE is not
confined to HRD ministry con-
trolled institutions alone, said
Pawan Agarwal, higher educa-
tion advisor to the plan panel.
“We are taking along other de-
partments from the ministry of
health and agriculture,” he
said.

The HRD ministry says bet-
ter ranking is essential to woo
more research, faculty members
and foreign students to Indian
universities. Around 10,000 for-
eign students are pursuing high-
er education in India, including
several hundreds who have
come through various scholar-
ship schemes, ministry data

show. India is already engaged in
seeking more students from Afri-
ca to pursue their doctoral re-
search at institutions in the
country.

“The number can be multi-
plied, if we can showcase our
universities through a credible
ranking agency,” said the second
official.

Phil Baty, editor of the THE
World University Ranking said
that its engagement with India is
three fold—increasing aware-
ness about ranking, evaluations
and global benchmarking; im-
proving relationships with Indi-
an universities; and helping in-
stitutes recognize their weak-
nesses besides assisting them in
developing a strategy to over-
come this.

“We are not coming here for a
quick buck but for a long-term
relationship,” Baty said. “Over a
period of time (we can move) to
value relationship. As a knowl-
edge economy, India is impor-
tant for us.”

Around a dozen institutes par-
ticipate in the THE ranking, a
number that Baty wants to raise
to 30 in the next few years.

He said that the research and
the visibility of such work done
by Indian institutes were
“patchy”.

According to official data, In-
dia’s research output accounted
for a 2.78% share of global publi-
cations in 2006-10. In the same
period, China’s share was
12.75% while that of the US was
20.7%.

Ranking organizations see In-
dia as a potential market, more
so as the country’s education
sector is opening up and a
number of leading business
houses are entering the space,
said the first government official
cited above.

More than 100 institutes, in-
cluding IITs, have been invited
to participate in the policy dia-
logue on Thursday.

“We have some interaction
with Shanghai Jiao Tong Univer-
sity and we could explore more.
Besides, we can engage with QS
(Quacquarelli Symonds) World
University Rankings authorities
too,” said the official. QS is a
UK-based ranking agency.

Jacob P. Koshy contributed to
this story.
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eap into space research

Kanika Garg, who trained in hands-on
training in space research and engineering
at Manipal Institute of Technology, is
leading a 40-member team who has built a
nanosatellite which is likely to be launched
by ISRO next year

Gauri Kohli
@ pauri hohiibindstantines.com

What s your project Parikshit about?
Parikshit Team is a group of 40 students from
seven disciplines of engineering and we aim to
build a nanosatellite that weighs 2.3 kg,

“arikshit will carry two payloads. The primary
payload is the thermal imaging of the Indian-
subeontinent for applications such as ocean
surface temperature monitoring, urban heat
monitoring and cloud cover monitoring The
secondary payload is an experimental payload
which helps in de-orbiting of the satellite after
its mission life is over. The project started in
October 2010 and is scheduled to finish by
v 2014. 1 finished my degree in May 2012

1 ve stayed back for one yvear

ant in Manipal to complete
ject, anosatellite
exd by the Indian Space
ion (ISRO) next year.

Research Organis

How was your team set up? What made you choose
this project?

Before the project officially started in October
2010, 1 formulated a core team comprisin,
students from my batch. We did initial
research on several existing student satellites
for a few months. We designed the various
subsystems of the satellite and the tasks that
we'll have to perform over the years. After
that, we introduced the project to our faculty
and got it approved. A written exam v
for all branches of engineering through which
the first 40 students of our team were select-
ed. I was interning at [IT Bombay during the
summer of 2010 and 1 got an opportunity to
attend a workshop on satellite ground sta-
tions. It was conducted by their satellite team
students. This inspired me to initiate a stu-
dent satellite project in my college too.

How did you manage the funding?

It was difficult in the beginning to approach
the industry or even our college's administra-
tion and convince them to fund our satellite

ince we were undergraduates and we did not
have experience in making them. But we
proved the concept feasibility of our project to
our university and since then they have funded
all our project expenses.

Why is this project important and what major impact it
will have on society?

The space research in India is concentrated
within ISRO only. Through such projects, we
can try bringing innovative ideas to the way
sate s are made, The concept of a
nanosatellite is not that old, and if there is
growth in this field, then it could replace some
of the bigger satellites and the cost that is
involved in making them.

Elaborate on your current areas of work in space engi-
neering.

I have worked on satellite attitude determina-
tion and control systems, satellite system
engineering and project management.
Currently, my interest lies in system engi-
neering and launch vehicles.

Highlight some of your and your team’s achievements
at the national and international levels.

Our team has presented various papers at the
national and international levels including two
paper the International Astronautical
Congress (IAC) in 2011; one paper at IAC 2012
and one paper at COSPAR (The Committe on
Space Research) 2012.

How did you prepare for the entrance?

While 1 preparing for my Class 12

exams, | had simultaneously started studying
for various engineering entrance examina-
tions. All of it was self-study.
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India plans to boost Africa ties
through education, technology

By JAacoB P. KosHY &
ELI1ZABETH ROCHE

NEW DELHI

n a bid to influence research

methods in Africa and open
new markets for technology de-
veloped in India, the depart-
ment of science and technology
(DST) has planned a series of
road shows to several African
countries over the year.

Additionally, it has sanctioned
the largest number of fellow-
ships, 135, in a single year for re-
searchers and students from Af-
rican countries to pursue their
doctoral research at Indian insti-
tutions. Officials associated with
the exercise said that the tech-
nology investment was part of
India’s attempts to wield “soft
influence” over the continent.

In 2011, Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh led a delegation to
the India-Africa summit in the
Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa
that saw 15 African nations cho-
sen by the African Union (AU) to
represent the continent. Singh
pledged a $700 million contribu-
tion to education and skill devel-
opment in the continent, of
which $35 million would come
specifically from India’s science
and technology department,
said Arabinda Mitra, who heads
international relations at DST.

According to a research note
by Standard Chartered Bank, In-

dia is Africa’s fourth-largest
trading partner behind the Euro-
pean Union, China and the US,
and a significant investor across
the continent.

India accounts for 5.8% of Af-
rica’ trade. While still small
compared with Africa’s tradi-
tional partners—Europe’s trade
with it exceeded $300 billion in
2011—the pace of growth in Af-
rica-India trade and investment
over the past decade is rivalled
only by China-Africa trade

Teams from the ministry have
visited Rwanda, Senegal and an-
other delegation is expected to
visit Mozambique later this
month, said Mitra, to showcase
“proven and low-cost” Indian
technologies.

“We have a basket of technol-
ogies that span agriculture im-
plements, agri-processes, inter-
net and communication tech-
nologies and mobile-based
health applications,” said Mitra.
“Nothing high-end but well test-
ed and scalable in India.”

He added that several grass-
roots innovations promoted by
the Ahmedabad-based National
Innovation Foundation, which
scours villages for indigenously
developed applications, would
be a key part of the repertoire
showcased to Africa.

The inter-ministerial engage-
ment led by DST will be followed
by visits by Indian industries to

sign technology transfer deals.
“The DST is only a facilitator,”
said Mitra. “Ultimately, it will be
organizations such as Ficci (Fed-
eration of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry), with
whom we are partnering for this
initiative, that will play a key
role.”

DST is also working on getting
more African students to come
to India for research. The CV Ra-
man International Fellowship,
now in it’s fourth year, funds Af-
rican students to pursue part of
their doctoral research at Indian
institutions. These are specific to
mathematics and statistics, en-
gineering sciences and medical
sciences.

“There are ongoing pro-
grammes but this one’s unique
for the sciences.” said Mitra.
“Through this we can expose
them to our research experience
in agriculture, water manage-
ment, waste disposal etc.”

Key initiatives include getting
African nations to engage with
Indian academia, said Ravi Ban-
gar, joint secretary, East and
South Africa, external affairs
ministry. “Such engagement has
been on for many years, but sci-
ence and technology develop-
ment are emerging as a key
thrust area,” Bangar said. “It
would be great if more countries
like Lesotho or Seychelles
availed of such scholarships.”
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Separately, India’s foreign
ministry on Wednesday an-
nounced that Indian vice-presi-
dent Hamid Ansari will be repre-
senting India at the 50th anni-
versary of the Organisation of
African Unity which has now
been renamed African Union in
the Ethiopian capital Addis Aba-
ba on 25 May.

Ansari will address the gather-
ing along with the leaders of
Brazil, China, France, European
Union, Russia and the United
Nations, said Bangar.

The decision to invite India
has been taken by the African
Union “I am sure they see some
uniqueness in this (India-Africa)
partnership. India’s engagement
with Africa is not predicated
with Africa’s relations with any
other country,” Bangar said.

Starting out as a staunch sup-
porter of the anti-colonial strug-
gle in many African countries
soon after India’s independ-
ence, India however found its
influence on the continent wan-
ing in the 1990s as New Delhi
turned its attention to re-script-
ing its ties with the US and other
countries after the break-up of
the Soviet Union. Of late, the In-
dian government has made ties
with Africa, described as the
world’s newest growth pole, a
priority with Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh hosting two
India-Africa summits—in 2008
and 2011.

Bilateral trade between India
and Africa is currently $70 bil-
lion up from less than $1 billion
in 1991. India’s investments in
Africa since 2005 total $50 bil-
lion and lines of credit to African
countries total $8 billion.

Jacob.k@livemint.com
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JNU mulis courses
for undergraduates

ON CARDS The courses will have a component of research and
Innovation, UGC to fund the proposal for first five years as per norms

hindustantimes
CAMPUS
CALLING

Mallica Joshi

= mallica.joshi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), one of Indian
ighly prestigious and reputed
varsities, may soon open a
school of undergraduate studies.
The university has sent a pro-
posal to the University Grants
Commission to start under-
graduate courses under the
innovation universities scheme
started by the commission to
“identify institutions and sup-
port them to develop specialized
courses at undergraduate and
postgraduate levels in emerging
areas and accommodate original
ideas and innovative proposals
to influence teaching, research,
academic excellence and soci-
etal development.of relevance.”
According to SK Sopory, vice
chancellor of JNU, the proposal
has been sent to the UGC and
they are currently waiting for a
response from them.

= The proposal to start undergraduate courses is awaiting a nod from

the University Grants Commission. HT FILE PHOTO
“We are yet to decide on the If the proposal is accepted,
exact coursesthat willbe offered. ~ the UGC will fund it completely
If we get a positive response, we  for five years, after which the
will start working on the cours-  university will have to support

es and their structures. This
will take some time,” he said.
However, what is certain is that
the courses will have a compo-
nent of research and innovation,
as this is what the brief for inno-
vative universities demands.

“The proposal is for start-
ing a school of undergraduate
studies that will have courses
in sciences and humanities.
These will be feeders for the
postgraduate courses that we
are running already,” Sopory
added.

it on its own. The grant will
range between 100 crore to
3300 crore.

The invitation letter that
was sent to various universities
stated that they can send entries
for new types of degrees and
courses, innovation in curricula
including evaluation, pedagogic
innovation, interdisciplinary
and cross border research or
creation of research facility that
may be shared by a number of
universities and research insti-
tutions.
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T he exit of Phaneesh Murthy for the second time in his career in the
: Twake of charges of sexual harassment might seem like action
~ replay for him. But his company iGate’s action in removing him
-unceremoniously should serve;as a healthy warning to stereotypical
testosterone-driven male behaviour at the workplace. :

His career may have seemed inspirational as the IIT-IIM student rose
to stardom in the world of information technology, first.at Infosys where
he was head of global operations uring the great Indian IT explosion

- story, and then again as he rebuilt his career to end up with a major role

~at iGate. Few would, however, believe that someone with a track record
like that could claim to have been done in by fortune-hunting women
looking for a juicy out-of-court settlement. | )

The point is all behaviour at the workplace must hinge on making this
‘world truly equal for women whose history at work began far later in

- What started out as a men-only world. The glory days of Indian IT mak-

ing it big in dollar terms was when a greater number of women emerged

‘in the country’s work force, which is all the more reason why industry
‘must seek the moral high ground in these matters. o ,

That Mr Murthy’s fall has been greeted positively within the industry
is a sign of the growing maturity of the sector. Sexual misconduct has no
place anywhere. Companies would be well advised to have a benevolent
poli% lthen their employees are truly felled by Cupid’s arrow at the
wor ce. - ; . X y



